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WASHINGTON, D. C.

SPEECH OF HON. SCHUYLER COLFAX,

OF INDIANA,
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Marca 20, 1858,
O—

Mr. Colfax was 8o toriunate, in his vigorous
s>eech on the Kansas Question, as to present
s)me views, guite origival, and at the sam«
time remarkably pertinent. We cannot prini
the whole speech, but the opening and closing
portions we must find room for.

PARALLEL WITH THE GREAT NEW JERSEY
CASE. ;

Mr. Chairman, when the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi [Mr Barxsoarx] was wpon the fioor, &
Tittle ) ago, he put some interrogatories to
me. He wished to know whether, if Kansas came
bere with a Constitution adopted by her people
recognising Slavery, I would vote for ber admis-
sion wnder that Constitution? T tell him now,
emphatically, in advance of the s which I
bave prepared, that [ would not. When the Mis-
seuri compromise, that time-honored compact,
was repealed, I declared then, and T maintain it
now, that by no vote of mise shall thu:;rﬂ
be carried out to what [ feared was intended to
be its result; and, therefore, | would refuse to
admit Kansas as a slave State under any contin-

ney. But all who oppose the ratification of
the Lecompton Constitution do not agree on this
point; and I pledge myself to the gentleman from
Mississippi, and other members from the South
upon this floor, that if I do not prove that there
are sufficient reasons, apart from Slavery, to de-
mand its rejection, that the Lecompton Coaosti-
tution is not republican in its form, that it does
not speak the voice nor the will of the people of
the Territory of Kansas, then 1 do not ask any
man, of any party, to join me in voting against it.

Nineteen years ago, the House of Representa-
tives was convulsed with an exciting question,
which threatened to prevent its ization,
which hazarded even the continvance of the
body itself, and which, affecting as it did the
political majority of this branch of the National
Councils, and thus deciding which party should
wield its power, baffled all attempts at its adjust-
ment, until the strong mind of the “ old man elo-
quent” brought it from chaos to order once more.
The incidents of that struggle must be fresh iu
the minds of every Represenmtative within the
sound of my voice ; for they were discussed at
every fireside thronghout this broad land. Five
citizens of New Jersey presented themselves at
the bar of the House, with commissions certify-
ing their election as Representatives from that
State, signed by its Chief Magistrate, and attest-
ed by the broad seal of the State itself, the sym-
bol of its sovereignty. These commissions were
in the exact form required by law ; and the gen-
tlemen thus commissioned demanded that they
should be admitted to seats upon them during
the organization of the body, and till the proper
committee was appointed, before whom their
contestants could present their claims. No other
gentleman claimed to have legal commissions for
the seats on this floor belonging to New Jersey,
excepl one, whose right was uncontested ; but
five other citizens presented certificates signed
by an inferior officer of State and by two county
clerks, nsserting that the votes of two townships
bad been omitted in the executive computation,
which, if included with the others, would have
entitled them to the commissions given to their
adversaries. To this it was replied, by the mem-
bers commissioned according to law, that gross
frauds and irregularities existed in the returns of
these townships, justifying their exclusion, as
they would show at the proper time; but that,
meanwhile, they claimed the seats in this body
to which their legal credentials, the signatare of
the Governor of their State, and its broad seal,
entitled them. Such is a fair abstract of the
points in controversy in the celebrated New Jer-
sey case. The application which I shall make of
them may already be apparent.

Then, a sovereign State, by a fulfilment of all
the formalities under which members are offi-
cinlly accredited to this body, demanded, under
the siguature of its highest functionary, who, by
law, had the right thus to speak for his State,
that certuin citizens thercof should be received
to membership here, But the remaining mem-
bers of the American Congress persistently, and
to the end, despite the excitement which reigned
here for iwo long weeks, resolved that they
shovly mot be admitted into their midst; but
that, going behind these credentials, regular
though they were on their face, they would, at
all hazards, regardless of broad seals and guber-
natorial signatures, ascertain what was the act-
ual will of the people of New Jersey. Aund the
political majority of this body, with these claim-
ants excluded, being adverse to their views, their
credentials, broad seal, execative gignature, and
all, were finally thrown back into their fuces, and
their uncertified contestants admitted in their
stendd.

Now, the scene lns changed. A Constitulion
is before uz, not framed by the authority of an
enabling act, the lnst Congress having failed to
coscur in the passage of one—not ratified by the
people interested, at any election in which the
right to choose, the simple power of saying yes
or no, had been conceded—but framed by a Con-
vention, elected under an imperfect, unfuir, dis-
franchising, and therefore swindling, census and
registry, whose members represented, on an av-
erage, exuclly thirty voles apiece—who needed
an wrmy to protect them, while in session, from
the indignation of the people, whose organic law
they pretended to have been commissioned to
make—who themselves conceded all that [ bave
charged against them, by submitting the Consti-
tution only to those who were willing to vote
for it, and to swear besides to support it; and
whose ill-shapen nod illegitimate offspring was
repudiated as spurious by the overwhelming
majority of ten thousand, st a fair, open election,
authorized by the Governor and Legislature of
the Territory. And vet this fraudulent instro-
ment, which no one here is hardy enough to
claim as the voice of the majority of the people
of the proposed State; which no more speaks
their will than does the Constitution of conguered
and enthralied France speak the will of the free-
men of America; and which every one, here or
elsewhere, knows full well iz loathed and scorned
and repudiated by the peeple, who are to b
forced, with the bayonet, to live under it—this
instrament is pressed upon us for ratification, on
the technical ground that it emanated from a
body which was nominally a Counvention, repre-
senting the people of Kansas—that it has passed
the ordeal of a pretended, one-gided, submis-
sion: and that we have, therefore, no right 1o go
behind it, and inquire whether it is or is not the
will of the people of that distant Territory.

But, sir, 1 propose to hold up to these defend-
ers of the Lecompton Constitution the emphatic
utterances of the leaders, the very magnates, of
their party upon this floor, during the discussion
of the celebrated New Jersey case, to which |
bave referred ; fur, if it was right, ifit was legal,
if it was constitutional, to look behind the regular
credentials of Representatives, and to decide,
before admitting them to seats, whether those
credentials actuslly spoke the voice of the people
interested, then are gentlemen on the other side
“estopped”’ (10 use that favorite term of the
Lecomptouites) from arguing that, when an in-
strument of such vital, far-reaching importance,
us & State Constitution, is before us for ratifica-
tion, we may not also go behind even the fuirest
fuce that it may wear on the outside, to see if it
is oot a fraud and an outrage, & tyrauny and a
wrong. -

My quotations sre from the eighth volume of
the Congressional Globe, session of 1835-"40,

And, first, to all the geatlemen, from the Presi-
dent down, who tell us so complacently that the
Lecompton Convention was a legal body, that
their Constitution was a legal instrument, that
its formation has all been technically regular,
and that, therefore, we have no right 10 consider
the nearly unsoimous protest against it by the
Territorial Legislature, and the overwhelming
repudiation of it by the people themselves, |
quote the outspoken language of Aaron Vander-
poel, then the leader of the Democratic delega-
tion here from the Empire State:

S hese (said he) were Lis views and answers 1o the

wehnical points—ihe mere questious of form—raiscd
here, o preciude us from looliullu tue real truth aid jus-

uce of the ensa™ @ o ® “He jmplored the Hou-c
not 10 ackvowiedee i so impotant, or so by
form, as to be Liinded to not o gaie 10 the

worid that the poient vuice and will of the peopie of a
sovereign Suate, cousthutionnlly exp 4, conld here
be pracucally frustrated and drowned, even lor o scaren
by the piniful, sgnd-u noies of form and technicality.”—
Congressional Glpbe, p. 9, K9,

That was the robust in which a Dem-
ocratic champion of that era spurned the argu-
ment of “form and technicality,” and sought
rather, as he declared in another part of U
speech, to ascertain what was “the right and
truth and justice and conscience of the cage.”, .,

Nor was this all. After him stood up the

of the Democratic delegation from

Ohio, who for years afterwards occupied & still

bigher seat in the other end of this Capitol, and

who.now presides as the Executive of the Golden
State. Said John B. Weller:

e uw.wﬁﬂ'm«d’n.thﬂghu of a jeo
pie of & rovere'gn Sime™ * Whenrrer

an eifort made o the ;
and trample upon their constitutional rights.

te | Offevees, {ukr.ot rebellion,
unsais, all

— ———

ment he bears is or is not “at variance with the
will of the people.” To them comes the stern
cond:mnation from :Hr dq-mrpdmi
who, though dead, yet speaketh—* You g
l.hno’um of the elective franchise, and de-
stroy every principle that makes Democracy both
lovely and practicable.” bl s

Th{n will not permit more copious quetations,
but I must esll yet another witness upon the
stand, who “still lives” in his own State South
Carolina. [ allude to F W. Pickens, to
whom the President not Iong since tenderedd o:e
of his most important foreign mi and who
should therefore be suthority at the White
House, as well as with his successors here. Mr.
Pickens thus spoke in the same debate, says the
Giobe: i

“H d the power of the Howse 1o 1ake whal courre
o oy B e s
ceonse e  but its own constituents.”—Page 15

And it cannot be denied that our obligation to
admit Representatives here is more imperative
than to admit new States. We must do the
former; but the Constitution declares that we
may do the latter; snd if we may, we certainly
also may not. A rightful Representative we are
bound to admit wi compromise or stipula-
tion. Evena legal State we may admit or reject,
as we see proper; and if we admit, can do it with
or without conditions. :

But the w of this eminent State-rights
Democrat wag “more impressive than Mr.
Dromgoole’s.
who now spurn the will of the majority, for its
truthfulness has lost nothing by age:

" R Giobe. “upon gen-
Ilt‘m':fl ut:] I::*A'I.t’m. hm nee the :'l'ﬂ J‘hle
prople when clearly expressed. He did not degire 1o preuch
revolutionary doewriue hullew:rud todeclare a great
truth, that h¢7 would bear him out in, which was, that
t* e thunder of Heaven might sometimes be heard 1o roll
in the indignant murmurs of an ::-p‘ free people.”
* = & “When the penple colne 1o decide apon tha
question, they will tear off and trample in the dust the tech-
nicalities of special county court ple ywhich are thrown
wround us here for party purposes or o) g '—Page 13

I cannot dismiss this retrospect of what used
to be Democratic argument in the olden time,

Let it ring in the ears of those|

lation on all rightful subiects, they ai jempted to

or
" Territory, nny slave 1o snother, with inlent 10

~et bhe of sach wave_gr with intent
Iom‘en“:::ucm“ rihe fihe .&'Hrm slave,
Il be adju sy of grand lax~gny, and, on
gouvietion theeeol, sha death, or risoned &t

pard tahor for not less thap Yen years.!

“ A person woo, by a P packhy jary. is con
vieted of aiding in persundiag out of the Ter, ilory a slave
pelonging to nuolher, is ar mLlcast fy o 0F severe u
“penaliy as he who ix con¥ifled of ¢ommi ihe vilest
-u!mrlhnu_ndnléf ‘ean conceive of on the per-
son of your wile, sister, or contrast

“ still Th ' e e, e o9
@ sull stronger, e jary, the hrst 1‘& y
ﬂwﬂuﬁ!veﬂ!oinhell’l&p‘ﬁ-hﬂ:lﬂf’ ——fl'lx:hk

ar, see page 909, the pen s * not less than fve years.!
Auch is U e contrast in bﬂrllﬂla: “gﬂld
t wife's or daughier's hbpor ard happi and that
w~hich is thrown “. n ing mgixm‘ the proper.y
sin ! . | e |

Y Again, on e W8, youwill find that tye ruffian who
som kn‘:utirm- n:::;enrk* il;.-_ﬁ pmv:‘uﬂon,
snocks down inthe sitegl. cats ofl your pose Ears,
eand plamnul your eyes, is punished * not Jess than five
107 more than ten years ;' the same degree of punishment
-hnt is meted out Ly secton seven of the nbove act, page
N6, an n person who should aid, or assisy, gr even ' har-
,‘aor.‘ an escuped slave ! -

“ Op page B9, you will find that the man who si's ai
Sour bedside, when you are prosirated y disease. and,

itory, or

Territorial A
or trammelled by the spontaneous formation of &
State tion in U'ah, and the Le n-
like election, before even the instrament itself is
‘submitted to our inspection, of & Governor, State

officers, Judiciary, and Legislature? And yet,
the language of the two being identical on
the very point where he finds the authority for
Kansas, he must acknowledge its , OF con-
cede a license to Utah u ¢ nctive of the
national authority in that us Tetritory.

I leave the gentleman from Ge to select
whichever horn of this dilemma he chooses, and

ask attention to the two foll extracts from
the speeches of distinguished advocates of Le-
cpmpton upon this floor. e

The gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Lawaz,]
in his speech on the 18th of January, lays down
the following proposition :

SR L B
the peop! et mﬂfmr‘mu-.'lmu that the

king mdvantage of your p
miislers pouen 10 you, but whereby desth does not
appen 10 eisue, i4 10 he pynished * not than five nor
ore than ten yenrs,” tl ough itis murderjn the hearn, if
a0t L d. And thisis precisely the same y a8
Mat prescribed by the oleventh bection ( in my re-
nnrks above on tae five vipla%ons of the Conetitution)
Against one who buf bringy inidahe 'l!el'ihry‘l‘ny Ht,

e

ighest embodiment of sovereignty, the most imposin
Ezilioll known 1o our éogdipﬁnn ln;?uu‘.

& convention of the legally assembled, not en
masse—for such an S :mh “rl:m?
sentative ted.
When such & b.uﬂn e L
their powers, are ted Constit

te their trust,

paper, or handbill, ecniaining #ny il ale
.-:rtf' in the eyes of n Prg-Sluvery jury, to make slaves
_disorderiy * The man who inkes into the Territory Jef-
werson's * Notes on Virginin ! can be, under this law, bur-
s ried mway 1o he chain-gany, and muuached, arm o arm,
“with the marderous poisoney,

& On page M0, the kednapping and confi ey {afree
“white person, for any purp pe. even, if a man, 1o sell him
nito slavery, or, if & woman, for & stll Iar pur i
« 0 be punished  not exeeeding 1en years.
nticing awuny a child undee twe ve years of age from is

~omrents, ‘ not less thon six months and not ing five
! - :‘: d:ﬁ-amy

Jeurs' Bt decoying and enticing (mark 1
sftlie 'angunge ') a slnve from lus masier is punished by
feath, or confinement not lgss than ten yegrs. Here is
ihe section, page G604 : .

Kigee 4 If any person shull entice, degoy or carry
way oul of this Territory, any slave belonging 10 anoth-
wary with intent 1o dep the gwnerth i of \he services
¢ Jl’such slave, or with intent 10 effect or procure the
reedom of such sluve, he shall be adj y
“rand lareeny, and, on copvietion the shall suffer
UEATH, or be omprisenead ai hard labor for no less than ten
’m’" n .

without quoting an extract from one of the edi-
torials of the Lecompton organ here, the Wash-
ington Union, but & fortnight since, and the em-
phatic and truthful tg it from the lips of
one of the Democratic pions of the debate
of 1839. Says the Union, ip an article showing
the perfect indifference it exbibited to what was
the desire of the majority of the people of Kan-
S88:
“ We do not cave whether the people like or dislike the Con-
wituiion, We are unwilling 1o take any more tesumony.
The rase bus been closed; the judgment entered up; nod
the exerution is now in the hands of the officers.”

Said John B. Weller, in the famous New Jer-
sey debate, prophetically and justly characteri-
zing such sentiments as these:

“They [his opponents] hud always practiced apon the
principle of the paciy of the people to govern them-
selves—shat the minority should rule. That 10as THE CORNER-
sroNE or FrberaLms "— Page 10

How appropriately, too, does the language of
Governer Weller reply to the bold avowal of a
champion of the Lecompton Constitution in the
other branch of Congress, [Mr. Hamwosn, of
South Carolina,] who in that famous speech of
his justified “the rule of the minority,” as fol-
lows :

“1f thi= was & minority Constitution, T do not know that
that would be an objecuon to it.  Constilutions sre made
fur minorities.  Perhaps minorighes ovght to Aave the right

o make Constilutions, for ikey are administered by majori-
ues ™

|He then proceeds to various other paris of
the argument, and at last reaches the question,
i3 the Lecompton Constitution republican in
form 7]

IS IT REPUBLICAN?

The next question which confronts us in the
discussion of this question is, whether the Con-
stitution is “republican in form.” The report of
the Senate's Committee on Territories, on page
10, after discussing the Slavery clause, says :

“No real or valid exesption ean be takea 1o any other
part of the Constitution. On this sobject, President
Buchaunns has well aand, in his Message ;

“4ln faecy, the general provisions of our recent Siale
Constitutions, afier an experience of ei Wy yeurs, wre
=0 simiinr and =0 excellent, that it would be difficalt 10 go

far wroug at the presentday in framing n pew Constito-
tion*"

Yes, Mr. Buchanan; but if there i3 one pro-
vizsion more than another, in our recent State
Constitations, in which there has beeh a univer-
=ul concurrence of sentiment, it has Been in their
submission to the people. All parties, all sec-
tions, all States, have agreed upon Hex-
cellent” provision. Though in the earffer days
of the Republic, when the public sentiment was
upequivocal, State Constitutions were allowed to
go into operation by general conseat and uni-
versal acquiescence, yet, for over twenty years,
no Constitution has gone into operation, in any
new State or old, without having been submit
ted to the ordeal of a popular ratification or re-
jection. This forms the only exceplion, during
the present generation ; and the following ‘rea-
son, very frankly given by the President, on page
t of his Lecompton message, does not strike me
as either “excellent” or truly Democratic

“ Had the whale Lecompton Constitution been submit-
ted io the people, the adherents of this {Toprka] organ-
ravon woald douvtless have voled agawnst 11"

But, sir, besidea the fact that the Constitution
i3 not really republican, becanse it does not rep-
résent the actual and well-known will of the
people, 1 dissent from the Senatorial report, in
its ussumption that “ no real or valid exception
can be taken to any other part of the Constjtu-
tion," besides its provisions in favor of perpetusl
and irrepealuble Sluvery,

And first, the Constitution flatly contradicts
itself on & most essential point. In seetion one
of artirlc_aeven, it is declared thgt “ the right of
property is !ael'ore and higher than any constitu-
tional sanction "—a new bigher law—while sec-
tion two, article twelve, authorizes even a soul-
leas corporation to take and pay for private
property, even against the consent of the owner,
if & jury, which is usually rather inferfor in power
to & Constitution, only consents.

And secondly, these sagacious Constitution-
makers, in their deep interest for the people
enact, in section five of article twelve, that no
bank bill shall go into force unless it is submit-
ted to a vote of the people, after its passage by
the Legislature, and shall be approved by a ma-
jority of the electors voting at such elections,
while they themselves refuse to submit their own
work, binding up though it does all the institu-
tions, the legislation, and the interests of the
people, to this test, which they command here-
after, on a single question. Such gross and
shameless i istency cannot receive the sanc-
tion of my vote. To be comsistent with their
idea of a “fair submission,” they should have
provided that the Legislature should order a vote
“for banks with branches,” and “for banks with-
out branches,” and exclude all voles of anti-bank
men by requiring the voters to swear fealty to
the banks before they could be allowed to-choose
between the two. I
~ And thirdly, a single word in this Constitation
indicates the animus of its framers. The Consti-
tution of the United States allows the writ of
habeas corpus to be suspended only * in cases of
rebellion or invasion ;" bat the Kansas Consti-
tation (section fourteen, bill of rights) autherizes
it to be suspended “in cases of rebellion, insur-
rection, or invasion.” The unconstitutiona) addi-
tion of that single word, INSURRECTION,” S0
capable of latitudinous counstruction, becomes
doubly significant when we remember what these
same men bave considered “insurrections” du-

19| ring the past four years. And section twelve

allows them also to dl.-?em with grand juries
or impeachments, éven in capital or inl’-jlnnlll

ar
the Asbeas corpus, indictments,
brushed aside, they can

invasioms”
and.

bewrd in defence. Yew, wir, 88 long ss Ged gives me

indeed be ' & law, unto themselves,” and become
the i and unrestricted Robespierres
of the State. -

And fourthly, in full view of the fact that, be-
fore the Cons o was framed, or even fuirly
commenced, the by & vote six tinmes

‘than that by the delegates aid
been chosen, had s Legislature, which,
by the acy of Uongress, by the Preai-
dent, bad been clothed with full power of l¢ is-

~ And jfifihly, this Constitution, setion three,

| rticle ten, expressly empowers the !ﬁzislum,

<esides poll taxes, income tages, a d uniform
“axation on property of all kinds, to devy addi-
sional taxes on “all pergons pursuin oecu-
pation, trade, or profession.” Under t!'i :‘gi gen-
*leman or the sluggard, who is too: hy or
440 lazy to work, is to be exempt frq'l: this tax

n industry, while the mechanic, thegaborer, the
nanufacturer—in a word, the me# who earn
their living by the sweat of their bjpw—are to

Jay & tax for so doing, over and akove all the |
“sther taxes which they share in common with
~heir fellow-citizens of every Before 1
Jrill vote to ratify or emdorse eo sifaneless and
“nsulting & discrimination against thedree labor-
“ira and working men of Kansas, iy tongue shall
~1lsy in my mouth. Let g’entﬁman en the other
_side, who insist that we cannot look behind the
Jonstitution to see how it was formed or adopted,
~hut their eyes, if they can, to this yrepublican
“gravision which stares on them fromits face.

© Nor is this all. The Lecompton d.iegates ap-
penred as anxious to rob the Unite'1 States of
their lands in the Territory ns thew had the peo-
ple of Kansas of their rights. An, they have
sent us an ordinance declaring the_, to-induce
the new State to yield the right sh$ claims of
taxing the unsold Government lands within her
borders, four sections out of enc’ township,
instead of the usual number of ore, must be
given her for schools; allfthe salt, , «old, silver,
and lead mines ; seventy-two sectiony for a col-
lege ; and an enormous railroad gran. besides, of
alternate sections of Jand, for a breadth of
twenty-four miles wide, through Ly Territory
from east to west, aud another ¢, the same
extent from north to south. It is yell Known
that this wholesale “land-grab” wesmld kill the
Lecompton Constitution in Congresy, if coupled
with it here; aund hence the Preside it has sent
it to us in & separate form from the 1, ain body of
the Constitution itself; and the Sqaate report
saye:

“The committee do not approve the ordi_ance accom-
pying the Coustitniion, and repéet against: s nllowance ;
kut they do not regard it as an¥ part of th onstitution,
nor will its ppproval or Qiunppfo\r:kllh‘,' C ngress affeet
the validity of that Constitation if St | be sdmined
into the Union as recommended.” '

The friends of this Lec¢mpton fi-jud cannot,
however, rid themselves of this unde; Table hand-
iwork of the usurpers; [ shall pre ce that it is
part and parcel of the Coustitution inseparable
*from it, and will be ratifiec fully ax | unequivo-
cally if' the State is admittéd. Forw .

1. It is part of the psaffir made by the framers
of the Lecompton Consitttion, on which they
agree to come into the in'mn.

2. It was framed by a body whose
ity was lo prepare a Constitution.

But still higher and more indispo
ity is the positive testimony of the ¢ iief conspir-
ator, their own witness, John«Ca joun, Pres-
ident of the Convention and bearer >f the Con-
stitution, whose official certificate , hey are, by
theic own argument, © estopped” jom looking
hehind. 1 quote this certificate, at yehed to the
ordinance, from page 48, Senate re 4rt:

“ The within is a troe and perfect copy f the ordinance
adopted by the Constijutinued Convention gnd svnviTrEn
AS PART OF TUE CONSTITUTION BY THR Co JENTION which
assembled at Lecompton on the 5th day o Replember, A
D. 1857, I €2 IHOUN,

% Pregident Constitutdd Yol Coneention.
" Lecoerox, Kensas Tirmitary, Jﬁmuar; 4, 1558

wly author-

‘ble author-

“Submitted as par! of the Const
Convention.” Gentlemen, can yoy
Your Seaate committee, in the tee
to avoid saddling this extra weigh
gciences, may say, “ they do not re
part of the Constitation.” But ti
Conveantion declares that it is. Its ‘resident
mouthpiece certifies most unequiv cally that it
is. Nay, more: he says it was pa | of the Con-
stitution which was sefmitted by tt . Convention.
It has been ratified by the people, herefore, ex-
actly a8 much as any ether par{ ' It is of as
?uch validity as any other sectign or article.

ou cannot, you say, vary in the si#zhtest degree
from the action of l'[:e (_‘-lunrc»nth:nrL ;aot eéven to
consult the popular i7ill, not even %0 adopt the
Caonstitution, subject {o its satisfy Jory ratifiea-
tion hereafter. Then you cannot vgry their prof-
fer to you. You camijot accept pafls of the Uon-
stitution, and reject part. The ordig, mee isdeclar-
ed. in an official certif cate of the Py gident of the
Convention which fiamed it, to & “part of the
Constitution ;” and jou will be-cay_pelled, there-
fore, whea yon sttri[e down the rights of the
people of Kansas, to.strike, at the same time, &
heavy blow at the rghts and iny, rests of your
constituents there, sad to sanctic 4 a land-theft
that, uncoupled frol: this modej !,Oonll.iluuon
would not command ' ive votes in s body. '

I have not time to notice of ions
equally objectionabl , but whichmhave been al-
ready widely criticijed and cond smned ; and T
must hasten 1o anoth ar braoch of he diseussion.

The report of the  asjority of 4] o select com-
mittee of this Hous  as publishy § by Mr. Stz-
ruexs, of Georgia, i sists that n. forther ena-
bling act was necess (ry to authosdze the forma-
tion of a State Coy stitubion 2 the origi
Kansas-Nebraska lat / itself. In @rder not te do
him injustice, I quot, . his exact linguage :

“ Annther objecuon ¢ ' the sams el in that no ena.
bling ae1 was passcd # kcnnxreu; t:in other words,

that the Legislatare of Kaneas did . egal
right 1a unﬁhn Cafvien jon that rsm.':;’ hm,gm‘

This objestion 1= equall, uateunble bo im. principle and

Wion by the
escape that?
of this, and
Jn your con-
ard it a8 any
y Lecompton |

athority.  ‘Th 1]
;imu rgzmtlmﬁaﬁo:“t ;t:-:l :i Ci: "'f‘i':'.:;ff':r:
jee:s” of legin'ation gray jed inthe organic nec

Others in debate, | | both brunck s of Cangress,
bhave dedaced the mmént that s Congressional
-enabling act was | jmectssfry, : ecause of the
following langnage in Knofher “jection of the
Kansas-Nebraska bi j: : -

“ And when admitted w2 ﬁl!?wS; Aes, the said Ter
ritery, or any porion o, the i nme, sha) be recpived inlo
the Union with or with ot Sl ivery, as, fieir Constitrion
may prescribe at the 1 me of their ag pission.”— United
Seates Laws, vol. 10, p. § &, 4

But these gentlen n, perhaps,. g.unlut-r
cisely the same arg ment mm thorize Ulah
_tudemdldmiub ﬁm.u}wbtlm
bling act. The lan page of her mgsni¢ aet, on.
this point, is exactly the same ns hat of Kansas,
and [ copy it here 4 prove the f ¢:

dained it”  * 1
“ht Lll.-::].lan longer a nvngar’-g'us Dnited
States. i rour own_ authorit per i
thrown off h.bﬁi‘uu of‘l‘ephwhf dependence, and
stande now a Stste, clothed with all the auri and
powers of a Siaie, and asks admission as an equal in this
noble Confe of sovereignties. You may reject
bnm.pﬂkm if H“LI.II but it will be at your own
5 remand : can-
::. any more than you can roll back to 'I.htlt’.h.i"dden

sources the waters of the Mississippi. Kansas és a sepa-
raie. ovﬁul,' % Stale, with all the nerves and arie-
Ties of in full nt and vigorous mciivity
e lm? :film th"hlﬂdﬁ'&do lm:mr und I:;
. L y and m
10 scorn your enabling acts.”
The

tleman from Alabama, [Mr. SaorTER,]
just a :::uh later, declared himself also as fol-
lows:

% When the Kansas and Nebraska bill was passed,
this dectrine of the right of the people in the tory 1o
establish a slave or a free State, ano be admitted into
‘.ldq: d hﬁnhu:-l: 1 prineipl I‘li'lm hitl deciaves
led as & Lol e. eclnves
that Kansas, ns well ummm.mmu t of admis-
sion into the Union as a sovereign Slae, or without

Blavery, according o pressed will of the
iy of her . Kansas lo-du’ te heesell
Ly Sl Te B Mg R L R

tution, and de-
mands admission into the Union.” = & &
S e e S
ment 1 .
she is t0-day & sovereign, independent , and the Fed,
0 Pirvitoriad sphoers showli be instomily swithirawm. She &
a free, sovereign State, oulside of the Union,
and by the consent of Congress.”
These, sir, are bold sentiments, daringly ex-
pressed. But when you apply to them the
touchetone of Utah, their monstrous character,
their fatal results, are plainly exhibited to all
men. Even their authors themselves would
shrink from carrying them out. No more danger-
ous blow counld be wielded at the authority of
the Federal Government in our Territories than
this. Endorse them by your ratification of the
Lecompton Constitution, for which they are the
chiefl argument, and you, gentlemen of the op-
posite side of the House, will be responsible for
the consequences in the other Territory which
you are striving to force back to its allegiance.
In the path that these gentlemen have marked
out for him, Brigham Young can walk, and
doubtless will. With precisely the same ena-
bling act that Kansas has, a vote of the people
could be at once taken on the propriety of form-
ing a State Constitution ; an election of delegates
to a Constitational Convention ordered by a
unanimous voteof the Kansas Legislature, even
over the Governor's veto, as the Lecompton act
itself was; a Constitution framed, fair and re-
publican on its face; the whole completed within
‘a very few months ; and if Congress rejected i,
the rulers of Utah could tell you, in the language
of Mr. Laumar, that they are “no longer a Terri-
tory of the United States;” that “ you cannot re-
mand them to their Territorial condition ;" that
‘ between your laws and her people she will in-
terpose the broad and radiant shield of State
sovereignty ;" and, in the lsnﬁunge of Mr.
SuorTER, she could declare herself ‘ a sovereign,
independent State,” and could demand that “ the
Federal Territorial officers should be instantly
withdrawn.”
Do you say in veply, gentlemen on the other
side, that these are hes of only two mem-
bers of your party, do mot bind the whole?
I will give you, in addition, the even weightier
declarations of the authorized exponents of your
party, the organs of the Senate and House com-
mittees on this subjeet, to show you to what
arguments even your champions are compelled,
in their attempts to vindicate this Lecompton
Constitution.
The Senatorial Committee on Territories close
their report with the following summing up of
their argument:
“iIn 1 this i of of that when
a Counstitution of a newly-formed Suate, created out of our
own territory, is presenied to Congress for ndmission ing
the Union, it is no part of the duty or priviege of Congress
eilher io approve or disapprove the Constituiion i*sell, and
it various provisions, or any of them, but simply 1o se¢
whether it gl the legal Cousttiution of the new Staie;
whethier it be republican in form; whether the boundaries
roposed be admissible; and whether the number of in-
tqluunu be sufficient to justifly independent Biate organi-
zutions.”
And the gentleman from Georgia, in his report
from the select committee of this body, also de-
clares: . i
“ When a new Siate presents a Constitution for admis-
sion, C bas no more power 1o inquire into the
manner of its adoption than the matter of itx substance.
The be inquired into forther than to sed
that it is republican injform; and the mode and manner
{ its adopuon eannol be inquired into only so far as to
re that il has formed in such a way as the people
Aave legally themselves "
To such extraordinary positions do the neces-
sities of this extraordinary case unwittingly hur-
ry its ablest defenders. We, on the contrary,
who do not believe that Congress is so powerless,
so bereft of legislative discretion, so tongue-tied,
that it has not even “the privilege"” of saying
““mo,” when a State asks for admission, wounld
meet the application of Utah, did she come here
with a Oonstitution republican in form, with
proper boundaries and sufficient peo e
meet this Lecompton: fraud—by the tion
that, in the exercise of our power and authority,
we decline admitting you iuto the partnership of
States, and remand you, for reasons good and
nﬂcht; to ourseives, :, your Territorial con-
dition. You, gentlemen, however, will be *estop-
ped” by the doctrines you have deliberately
endorsed ; and having ratified the hamiliating
declaration of the Senate's report, that it is
neither zmu' duty, nor even your “ privilege,” to
look behind a Conetitution fair on its face, even
if you know it to be a “whited sepulchre,” you
‘have to welcome Utab into the Confederacy,
aa the first fraits of your Lecompton doctrine of
1858, with Brigham Young and Heber C. Kim-
ball in your National Senate, to assist you in ap-
plying it to still other Territaries of this Union.
Tmagine, sir, George Washington sitting in the
White House; that noble patriot, whose whole
career is a brilliant mmmdhnm and pu-
ﬂz in high places; and who doubts tist if such
a 88 this had been submitted to him
for his sanction, be would have spurned from his
door with contempt and scorn the messenger who.
bore it? Or, ask yourself what would have been
the indignant answer of Thomas Jefferson, who
proclaimed, ns the battle-cry of the nevom&n‘.
that great fruth enshrined in the Dec n
which has made his name immortal, and which
mu_nedtothcvuda the sophistries .and tech-
niealities of the royalists of our land, that “ all
Governments derive their just powers from the/
consent of the governed;” not the implied con-
sent of enforced submission, but the actual, un-

ings. messenger

portals of the White House when sters
old mofironwill,mma
nessee, lived within it, and ask him
‘endorsement and _

tary advocate and champion, that messenger, I
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slavers, have remonstrated to you agsinst this
at wickedness, By ten thousand majority at
he polls, by the unanimous protest of their Leg-
islature, by publi¢ meetings, by their mewspa-
per press, and by the voice of their Wm
upon this floor, overwhelmingly elected less
six months past, they ask you to ite this
fraud.. Dragged here, bound hand and foot by
s Government office-holder; who, besides draw-
ing his pay as Surveyor General, acts also as
President of the Lecompton Convention; who
becomes, by its insolent discarding of all your
Territorial officers, as well as the people’s, the
recipient of all the returns, fraudulent as well as
genuine, and the canvasser of the votes—she ap-
to you to relcase her from the grasp of this
spot and dictator, and to let her go In
mehnswaneloq‘?ﬁudﬁm&mtor of
my own State, I say, © n ghe comes to us, let
it he as a willing bride, and not as a fettered and
manacled 'slave.”

THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS.

SPEECH OF HON. PRESTON KING,
0f New York,
Iu the Scuate of the United States, March 16th, 1953,
oN
THE FRAUDS, USURPATION, AND PURPOSE, IN
WHICH THE SLAVE CONSTITUTION OF THE
LECOMPTON CONVENTION HAD ITS ORIGIN.

Mr. KING. Mr. President, before the Rev-
olution, charters were granted to the colonies
by the Crown. Since ﬂ:lﬂll? 'g:.to this time,
the people of the States o Union have
made their Constitutions for ves. Now,
for t.hzmiliratedﬁga m:t:t”c;og1 l.he-‘g:ntilaeg!h’l Con-
gress declar e colonies and independ-
ent States, the question is raised of the right
of the people to adopt or reject the Constitution
which is to create them a State qualified to’
come into the Union, one of the equal States
of our Confederacy.

Kansas, brought to the door of the Senate
for the purpose of having the L pton con-
stitution imposed upon her people by the au-
thority of an act of Congress, presents that
O ki, o

amin Franklin, contempla is coun-
try when her independence had l?:.i acknowl-
edged and the Republic was established, is
said to h;;:d exprmd the wti;!l: that he might
be permi to upon this countr: er
the lapse of a hundred years. If the sgn.de of
that venerable man could appear here, and listen
to thesg debates upon the propasition to add a
new State from beyond the Mississippi to the
Union, he would hear from the Government
side calls for more troops, and uE:menta to
show the necessity of an increase of the standing
army; he would hear that the people of the
State proposed to be added to the Union are &
factious people; that they claim the right to
vote on the adoption of their Constitution; to
have the charter that defines their rights and
their form of government submitted by the
convention that made it to themselves, and to
express their opinion of it; that in this new
State the people are unwilling to have slavery
established as one of their institutions; that,
although the President declares the constitu-
tion P""ﬁ"’d for them by the Lecompton con-
vention to be a good one, they contumaciously
reply that it is not their constitution; that
they comp'ain of fraud and corruption in the
officials appointed and sustained by the central
Government ; that they refuse to pay the taxes
levied by the Legislature, alleging that they
had no voice in its election, and were not rep-
resented in it; that they agitate and annoy the
Government and disturb the quiet of the coun-
try by their turbulent and disordcrlg_ conduct ;
that they remonstrate against stuffed ballot-
boxes, spurious votes, forged certificates, and
false returns at their elections, and demand of
the Government investigation and punishment
of these offences; that they insist upon the
right to decide for themselves the charactor of
their State institutions, and refuse to accept
the constitution which the Govarnment offers
to them; that they complain of the intrusion
of regular troops belonging to the standing
army of the Federal Government sent to
maintain law and order in their Territo
that they are seditioiis; that they are rebcz
that they have been permitted to oceupy the
attention of the Government and the country
too long; that they must have a local govern-
ment instituted over them by Congress, and
be subdued by the army. He wonld hear
some uncertain and mystical suggestions that
the le of the State, when reduced to order,
might possibly, at some future time, be allow-
ed to alter their obnoxious constitution in
some legal manner. T think, after listeniog so
far, Franklin would ingnire, “is this the
American Congress, and have you established
a consolidated Government? Or is this the
British Parlinment, and have the United States
been reunited {o the Crown ¥ Upon being told
that this is one of the Chambers of the Ameri-
can Congress, that the United States are still
an independent nation, and that the words of
the Federal constitution remain unchanged,
he would say, “then these honorable gentle-
men, who occupy the seats of legisiators hzre,
have not inherited the republicanism of my
day and generation ; this is not the Democracy
that thundered at Bunker Hill, at Saratogs,
and at Yorktown, and ranﬁ out their battle-
ery of liberty and independence through all
the colonies, until the royal charters were abol-
ished, and the right of the people to institute
their forms of government and to make their
constitntions for themselves was acknowl-

ol :
r. President, the convention held at Le-
compton framed a State constitution for Kan-
sas, and refused to submit it to the people.
The convention submilted a single provision
of the constitution to the people—the question
whether slaves might hereafter be imported or
brought into the State; and required, as a
reliminary to the right of any elector to vote
l(20;:' or against this single partial on
the subject of slavery, that he should first vote
for the obnoxious constitution, which con-
tained, and distinct from the provis-
jon submitted, an article perpetuating slavery
intheﬁnuofl{minuulpmo[lhm
now held as slaves in the Territory, and in
their posterity, forever.
« A very large majority of the people were
op) to the obnoxious constitution, and ro-
fused to vote for it Without voting for the
constitution, no elector could vote for or against
.the single provision submitted.
It i8 notorious that the Lecompton conven-
tion knew the constitution it framed was re-
t to t.he:;nti]ments, mo:it;pm'f'th and
E]:_ conseiences of a maj of the peo-
ple; that they eondem.;gcgl the instrument and
the ingtitution of slavery which it proposed to
t and perpetuate among them,
It is known to every Senator and to every

entative in Co that a yery large
Wﬂl the qualified voters in Kansas
ave expressed their opinion the Le-

compton constitution at an e  held under
the authority of an act of the}- Territorial
%!slahm on the 4th day of January Iast,
when the constitution was submifted, snd the
eople rejected it by their votes.

g is the case of as ted to

‘the “by the majority Committtee
on Territories in their report and bill, which
assumed that the fi-st Territorial byhmtb
e

in Kansas was fairly and e

gaﬁle, m; ::xmhed, hdhﬁﬂiemw tt;n
n

"pimqt&l:e of the law of thurb{' Le-

)
}

convention was fairly elected

disted it, and to go down 1o history ab its

a v.',li‘l'.itl.. -
mmﬁ:.m-mﬁ .

Tn the case thus made by the majority of
thendommittee, the fundamental guestion of

the right of the people of a 'Ferritory to adopt
for lhummlvﬂ-lﬁlmmwhich creates
them a State, pre to ission into the
Union, is pf&:h‘ Rﬁ ereign right of
the people is-denied, and the sovereign right
ion of delegates affirmed. e

S for every
grganized, and for

th le inhabiting the territory now be-
¢ e:::?t;l WEW, and to all which
may hereafter be jired or come within our

i8 no less vi ioﬂl'pwplaot every
State :mﬂ'nmay rmq i]i] the ques-
Y ; o, 5 ether i
o wher svesigny fdis wheer i rop-
Ay .

| The Gov-
crnmeat. of the United States, inaugurated

-of the &uﬁm_o( 1776

og ignty of eStl_.tm,an(i
the IT @ people of the States
to frame and itheir forms of government,

and to make and to adopt their constitutions.
It is a constitutional right of the people of a
State, essential to its ity a8 one of the
States of the Union, and necessary to the re-
publican character of its constitation—a right
never before denied or questioned. If those
who now, in the.case of Leoﬁs of Kansas,

this right, &d before y of election
) L3 1} only w their de-
sign to subvert thi lovareig ght of the peo-
ple, the Administration which is now pressing
upon Congress the 'propogition to subvert the
rights of the people of Kansas, would never
have come into power to make such a question.
No State has ever been brought into the Union
where it was ied, questioned, or doubted,
that the le of the State to be admitted ap-
proved their constitution. The enabling acts,
méf:md;&aﬁ thl: modes ofplbceeging
on the part peop ,prlajmuloryto Teir
admission a8 States into the Union, have wide-
ly varied. I do not know that they have been
exactly alike in the cases of any two States.
But observance of the viiiat.l mphml?ll
Jjust government derives it authority e
consent of the governed, has been the one es-
sential thing required in all. Are the Presi-

n

dent and Congress prepared to go back to the
reign of the in Eng and assume
the prerogatives of the CUrown and the unlim-

ited power of Perliament? And are they
ready to renéw in this country the centrover-
sies of those daya between the prerogative
and power of the eqntral Government, and the

ever settled in America by the success of the
Revolution, and the adoption of the Constitu-
tion of the United States? Whatever the
President may be willing to do, is Cengress
prepared to deny the absolute and sovereign
right of the people of a new State to form and

their own constitution? And is Con-
gress prepared to assume the sovereign lpov:;er
to im a constitution upon the people of a
new Sl:::? Congress has the power to admit
new States into the Union, but it has not the
constitutional power to a constitution for
a State, or to adopt one made by others, and
impose it upon the people of a State.

The President no such constitu-
tional power, and cannot be invested with such
authority by an act of Congress. The Presi-
dent whod recommends such a measure to Con-
Ts& an poses to enforce such an act npon
the unwill‘r':; ﬁegi le of a State, is false toliln-
high trust re in him by the people of all
the States in the Union. It is a subversion of
the rights of the States. It is consolidation.
b When the Federal Government shall exercise
the power to impose a constitution upon the
people of a State, who shall say what limita-
tions to its power remain; what shall stay its
arbitrary will; and how and where shall its
tyranny be arrested? But, Mr. President,
monstrous and utterly indefensible as the prop-
osition tb bring Kansas into the Union under
the Lecompton constitution stands upon the
case as made by the majority of the committee,
dark colors are yet to be added to the true
picture of violence to the constitutional prin-
ciples of republican government, and of out-
rage against the rights of the people of Kansas.

The report of the majority of the comumnittee
does not state the facts of the case correctly,
The assumption that the first Territorial Legisla-
ture of Kansas was fairly elected, and valid in
law, is contradicted by record evidence. 'The
assumption that the Lecompton convention
was fairly elected by the people of Kansas, is
contradicted by evidence that can be neither
contradioted nor controverted. Upon these
two assumptions, the majority of the committee
maintain the sovereiguty of a convention, and
deny the soverei of the people.

he history of Kansas, from the beginning
to the end of it, is one of fraud and violence,
of wrong and outrage. Although the majority
here have refused to authorize any inquiry or
investigation that would bring the facts offi-
cially before the Senate, yet they are notorious
to the whole country, and they cannot be ex-
cluded fror:e;;;hr s%g!;t. The m'tl a:jf Enng:;csla
that organi e Territory repealed the eighth
section of the act for the aal'.I'Ii![i]sinn of Missouri
into the Union, t:ﬂ‘mmlﬂ{l called the Missouri
compromise law—a law which excluded slavery
from the Territory of Kansas. This was a
breach of that faith and honor among men,
which statutes can neither create nor destroy;
a breach of that faith and honor between com-
munities, which is their only strong bond of
peace and friendship. Sucecessive statutes are
monuments that mark the existence and decay
of faith and honor in the men who make them,
and in the nations which accept them.

Under a charter for a Territorial Government,
instituted by such a statute, the President ap-
pointed a Governor, Secretary, judges, mar-
shals, and other officers, and the day was ap-

inted for an election of members of a Legis-

ture by the pmile, which would complete the
organization of their Territorial Government.
As the time for the election of members of the
Legislature approached, four thousand nine
hundretlda;mct(}lnm_nn, not residing inI lfl:mam,
ol ized for that purpose by secret lodges in
ﬂ:ﬁuslm of Missouri, passed over from that
State into the Territory of Kansas, and, on the
day fixed for the election of the first Territorial
Legislature, seized, by force, the control at
most of the precincts in the Territory, dis-
placed by violenca the jl::flﬁ of the election,
took possession of the ot-boxes, and ex-
cluding the citizens m;diujag in Kansas from
the proceaded to stufl the ballot-boxes,
and in that way to designate and appoint per-
soms to be legislators for Kansas. Incontro-
vertible évidence of these facts stands of record
in the proceedings of the House of Represent-
atives of the last Cengress.
| The invasion from Missouri was successful
and complete, and the invaders, having accom-

i their p returned in organized
to Missouri. persons thus crested
lthm h Km mms. ﬂlxl"lmd-

the

£
!
1

usarpati
large bodies of
troops have been stationed in the Ter-
ritory to overawe the people by their co
and to enforce the authority thus iously

hﬁdmh.
{Thé call for the Lecompton convention was
Lmeuby this ustrpation, and upon its sub-
ission to the people less than twenty-three
hendred personsresponded. The large major-
ity of the people Genied its ity and re-
to vote on the call for the convention, or
at the subsequent clection for delegates. Suf-
figientreasons existed for their refusal to vote;
they would not acknowledge the suthority of
the usurpation. For the election of delegates,
mlﬁfatborﬁhﬂnd‘ voters had been
passed, and the le in many of the counties
disfranchised by the omission on the part
o o s oo sl
counties, no were appoi or
the eleetions, ndmommwd,
delegates: could be elected. In the
where registries were made, they
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‘be admitted into

constitutional power and political rights of the*
people—questions to have been for-

were partial, omitting large numbers of the
quatified voters. The people of the Territory
reasonably apprehended that, without rd
to the number of votes which might be de-
ited in the hallot-boxes by ghe electors, the
nspectors and returning afficers of the election
would, by false certificatss, return, as elected,
men for their own purpegses, and not the men
wl:;h:ould receive the vates of the electors.
origin and proceedings of thg Territorial
authorities fully justified ﬁia apprehension,
At the election under their authority in Oc-
tober last, to continue thy Missouri usurpation,
in the election of a new &,egmh ture, although
the original invaders did not reappear, sixteen
hundred spurious and fictitious votes were re-
turned by the inspectors of eladtion upon flse
certificates, from a single poll, the Oxford pre-
cinct, in Johnson county, Umg of the officers
of the election at the Oxford precinet—the
very man, it is said, who mﬁ&ctm«d the
false certificate returning the een hundred
fraudulent votes—was arie of the secretaries

fraudulent votes at the sgne election were re-
turned from McGee county, atd more or less
from various precinets, sufficiast to decide the
elections without regard to the votes of the
electors. The returns of the yection were in
accorﬂ.nnqe with the wishes of he usurpation,
and nat in accordance with b £ votes of the
clectors, President Buchanan ‘with the con-
currence of his Cabinet, in t§ pir official in-
structions to Governor Walkes gave express
and positive assurances to the people of Kansas,
that the constitution, preparatgry to their be-
coming a State, should be subinitted to a fair
vote of the people, to be' adopted or ngected
by them,

. Governor Walker, in his official communica-
tions to the people, repeated and affirmed these
assurances, The candidates proposed for dele-
gates to the Lecomptiou convention—after-
wards returned as delegates—before the elec-
tion voluntarily pledged themselves to the
public, verbally and in writing, that the cou-
stitution the convention might frame for Kan-
sas should be submitted to a vote of the people.
The Governor of the Territory, invested with
authority by the President of the United States,
proclaimed to the J)eoplc df Kansas, that, at an
election, to be held with seeurity against fraud
or violence at the polls, and against false cer-
tificates by the returning officers, a fair oppor-
tunity should be afforded_to all the qualified
voters to vote; and that a majeity of the votes
of the people should determine fhe adopticn or
rejection of the oomtilutinn;‘lnt his official
reports te the President and Congress, and his
action for or against the constitution, should be
governed by the vote of the majority at such
an clection. Governor Wilker adhered to his
declarations ; he rejected the filse cértificatos
returning the spurious and fictitious votes in
Johnson and MeGee counties. for members of
the Legislature, and ﬁmhd in requiring that
the constitution of the Lecompton convention
should be submitted to a vote of the people,
For this he fell under the displeasure of the
President, and repaired to Washington to make
explanations and represent the condition of
affairs in the Territory. He failed to satisfy
the President and his Cibinet, or to induce
them to fulfil the assurai ces which had been
given to the people of Kaxsas, that they should
have an opportunity to ve ¢ on the adoption of
their State constitution. xovernor Walker is
reported to have said thit he went with the
Administration to the gate; of the penitentiary,
in this business, and he would go no further.
He had left the Territory ; he declined to re-
turn to it, and resigned b & commission.

Secretary Stanton, whi , went to the Terri-
tory by the appointmenta d as a friend of Pres-
ident Buchanan, became aeting Governor by
the resignation of Goveyror Walker, Upon
assuming the executive power, Mr, Stanton re-
fused to sustain the frauds by which the usurp-
ation designed to perpets ate its power, and
persisted, as Governor W alker had done, in
requiring that the constit: tion of the Lecomp-
ton convention should be submitted, for adop-
tion or rejection, toa vote 4 the people ; where-
upon, he was summarily r#moved by the Pres-
ident, and General Denvy, a burcau officer of
the Administration in Washiggton, was ap-
pointed, first Secretary, and then Governor.
It is this last Governor of Kansas, General
Denver, who has certified the votes of the
people of Kansas at the election authorized by
the law of their new Territoral Legislature,
and held on the 4th day of January last, in
which the vole of the people [ nearly unani-
mous, and the majority more han ten thou-
sand against the Lecompton eopstitution. The
Lecompton eonstitution is not the constitution
of the people of Kansas. It ismn instrument
of the Lecompton convention gnd the Federal
Administration, and is stained with false pre-
tences and fraud from the lu-é'irmin;_' to the
end. To impese this instrament npon the
people of Kansas as thar constitution, by an
act of Congress, would outrage justice and
truth. It would be a violation of the Fedoral
Constitution, by the exervise of power neither
granted to the Federal Government nor re-
motely hinted at in the Constitution. It would
be an act of tyranny. It is a mockery of
State sovereignty, in t[\:e report of the majority
of the Committee on Territories, to call the
proposition they make to the Senate an act for
the admission of the State of Kansas.

The question is not that of the adm ission of
Kansas ; an act of admission implies at the least
the* concarrence of the party to be admitted.
The proposition before the Senate, whatever
may be the name and style given by the ma-
Jjority of the Committe on Territories to their
bill, is no question of the wdmission of Kan.
sas. It is the monstrous propasition to im-
pose upon the people of the Territory of Kan-

of the Lecompton convention, "One thousand:
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though held only eight years ag .
lodgment ia the memory of the couner
thlhc ";I;g;\ni convention, which was held ;
an lorty years ago. All remember the -, .
tive treason of BnEr; and the rnm-:---:l'.- ey
nullifieation in South Carolina, in 1859 .
pated by the pen of General Jackson i,
proclemation at the time invaked g Jemror.
! tion of devotion to the Union from the 1.
of every one of the United Statee =
Recollections of the conventione at Hartfo
'll_td at Nashville remind us that the | tas
dissolving the Union has been imnputed 1o o,
and entertained by others in this count:.
have never helieved that the people of
, Staté of the Union favored it: alth., b §
& too eommon to talk of it in the H
Vof Congress, and to pass resolutions o, 1)
subject.in party conventions and Stage |
 Jatures.
i _For the purpose of extending <luv.r

: e
Kansas, a great wrong has been commin

| against the principles of republican poe .
ment, and against the rights of the ; ople
that Terriwr!. Let the Federal Giover Tl
retrace its steps; restore the Adwinioir
{:to the principles and practices of Waihin.
{ and Jefferson; abandon the Lecompton .
| stltut'inn; withdraw the troops from Kunes
! permit the people to make a o -
themselves ; admit the State int. v 1y
every other State has been adugtied
constitutional manngr in which Ler peop!
sire to come, and the wrone whisl b
done, great as it is, way be forgiven, ]
country would be at peace: and in roiic
over the return of the Government t
might forget the past,

Persist in accomplishing the objoct for wi
80 much has been ventured by the present |
!mm.-atrnliuu and the one which lu<t ]
it—attempt to force the Leconpior
tion upon the people of Kansas by the suthe,
ity of an act of Congress and the power
the Federal army—nnd vou will have
ordination, resistance, hloodshed, civil
The people of Kansas will never consen
have slavery established among th
will never aceept the Lecowpton coniir
lhe{ have already rejected it. Tu suel, o
of blood between the Fude ral army a
people of Kansas, the Government v
wrong, and the people of Kansas will 1y
Will the people of the States remain speets,
of the conflict? They will not. The pe
Kansas are the countrymen and the kindrl
the people of the States. Your law opon g
the Territory for settlement invited them 10
there. Let the Federal army spill Ameri
blood in Kansas, and you kindle g fire w
the Federal Government and its arun
extinguish, ‘

Who, Mr. President, is respousil'c for 1
long series of wrongs out of which the
troubles come? And who can Le held aeoon
able to the country for the pernicions sets
curring during so Inrge a space of time per
formed in 8o many places, and participated
by so many and various persons, for two s
cessive administrations of the Government

Plan, system, design, moving and direct
the action of all the varied agencies 1o a v
mon end and object, are now plainly visil,
from the act repealing the Missouri comy:
mise to the bill before us, which propos:
impose the slave constitution of the Lecow
ton convention upon the people of Kansas,

The act of Congress that repealed the M
souri compromise ; the course of Presiden
Pierce, stimulated 1o he a candidate for rono
nation, and persuaded to rely upon the autk
of this scheme for his suceess: the institu
of the blue lodgas in the State of Missor
the resignation of office by-the President
this Senate, who went straight from the (ap
in Washington to organize in those lo
the borders of Missouri, the armed ins
Kansas; the march from that Stat
nine hundred armdd men, not resident
Kansas, organized in companies and deta
ments, to the places for holding the eleeti
in that Territory ; their scizare of the polis
the day of the election, and their apj
of legislators for Kansas by foree and usurp
tion ; the recognition of that usurpation astl
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Government of Kangas by the administra
of General Pierce; the odious and oppres
laws they enacted ; the indictments for woa
against the usurpation in the Federal cor
the Territory, which were never tried
total prostration of the rights of franchis
elections ; the repeated removal of Gover
who refused or failixd to snstain the proce
ings of the usurpers; the decision of the =
preme Court of the United States in the
of Drei Scott ; the Lecompton conventi
its constitution, with the fuithless ussur
to the people of Kansas that the constitu
for their State should be submitted to !
vote for tltinlili:lll or rejection; the guark
1:!1"_'.:1.'. bodies of Federal troaps in Kan
election of State officers ordered by
compton convention, appointing the Hres
of the convention (Mr. Callioun) =

the electiong; the false and frandpt !

of votes al that election, now aed [
three months in the possessisnt of M
houn, and his refuzal to deeidewho were ele
until Uongress shall hayve geted on the cor
taution ; and the bill now here to in
[.m‘u:nplnn constitution upon the |
Kansas—are all parts o one continued |
lj{'ﬁi"r_',"n. Those who have performed t} 4
parts are rus_pcngih'u and acecountabl: in t
several degrees fr what they have don
they have beea mere agencies of the |
that controlled and directed their acti
power is the national organization of t
oeratic party, and it is respon
long series of dutrage, and for the zreat
which the bill before us proposes | n
mate. The organization of the Do

sas a constitution and form of government
known to be obnoxious to a very large majori-
ty of that people, accompanied by every ndi-
cation on the part of the Federal Administra-
tion of a disposition to compel the submission
of the people of the State by the power of the
Federal Government. To call such attempted
cocrcion an admission of the State of Kansas, isto
deride the sovereigmty of thie people of the State,
I repeat, this is no question of the admission
of u State. It is one of a series of acts in the
scheme conceived by the nullifiers who have
obtained thorough control of the organization
of the Demoeratie party, to change the con-
stitution of the United States by the judicial
construction and decisions of the Federal
courts, and to subvert our free form of govern-
ment. Whether a settled plan and a combi-
nation exist to provoke disturbances with a
view to a dissolution of the Union, time will

Aully disclose. There should be no fear of the

full development of any such scheme, no mat-
ter by whom the idea may be entertained, and
no matter who may be concerned init. The
American citizen who would fear it has little
of the spirit which animated the men who
fought the battles of the Revolution, and cs-
tablished the independence, the liberties, and
the imion of our commaon ecountry.

The wild schemes of men long aecustomed
to wicld the power of a disciplined party or-
ganization are not always guided by reason.
To inquire into tife desperate conceits of mad
ambition, and to direct the public attention to
them, is to dissipate them. ‘The Hartford con-
vention, held under the auspices of the Federal
party, was suspected of entertaining the idea
of dissolving the Union in certain contingen-
cies, This suspidion, whether well or ill found-
ed, excited the jealousy of all the friends of
this country. It e ted the prejudices
and hostility of the Republicgns of that day,
and completed the full weight of aecusation
against the Federal party, already loaded with
the alien law, the sedition the stamp act,
the midnight judges, and the¢standing army.
The pov;tiu;!:ai that once prowd and patriotic
party, which, at an early day, had borne the
heat and burden of the poli%ﬂ.l contest that
adopted the Constitution and « established the
Union of the States, pave  and was de-
stroyed forever. The word* Federal," as the
name of a ; became so odjous in the pop-
ular ear, that no ¥, for's great many

has claimed or would accept it. The
ashville convention, held under the anspices
of the Demoeratic party, at a more recent day,
flaunted its proclamations ané of &
dissolution of the Union; but the Nashville
convention was believed to be a umbug. |
remember to have heard adistinguished citi-
zen of Temnessee, at the time, speak of that
body. He said that but very few of the eiti-
zens of Tennessee had anything to do with it;
its members were mostly from a distance, and
strangers in that State; “and"” said he, “if
the convention should do any set by which
the people of Tennessée should come to believe
it menaced the safety of the Union, it would
become so weak that it members could he
driven out of the city of Nashville by the
women of that town, with na other weapons
than their broomsticks.” This convention, al-

party has fallen irretrievably under tl
of nullifiers and slave propagandis:
whom, in all the States, but especiall
slave States, were, until very
open enemies of the Demoeratic part)
lent denouncers of General Jacksor
measures of his administration ; 1
not now, and never did have, a droj
eratic blood in their veins The ore

of the Democratic party, controlled b
counsels of sanéh mdvisers, has abandon
principles and its trust.  Public meetings
conventions of veteran Democrats romon

in vain. “"ln_‘.‘ is there any appreher

the Lecompton constitution will be adopte
Congress, and the attempt he made to for
upon the people of Kansas? ,\1r'.-w_
Democratic members of the Senate and |

of Representatives abhor the Lecomptor
stitution and detest its frauds,

Is there a man in or out of Congress
doubts for a moment that the Lecompton
stitution would be rejected by Uongress,
Demoeratic party did not demand its adop!
The severest discipline of party, the mosi
decent dispensation of cxecutive patro
are made use of to infiuence the action
control theindependence of Couzress. ;

In this dark hour, when the Republic 1= 7
danger, I hail the coming day of emancipati
from servile obedience to party, herald
this Chamber by the independence of U
tinguished and fearless Senators on the I
cratic side of the Senate, from llinois, |
Michigan, and’ from California, npon Wi
limbs the bands of the Democratic party 4
would bind them to Lecompton are like !
green withes of Delilah npon the Bmbs of !
unshorn Samson. I hail, too, the hows
thotisands and tens of thonzande of h
Democrats, who, all over the country, at
moment are renouncing the long-cher
party nmne of Democrat, beecanse it has N
come tainted with treason to the rights o
ople, and are rallying under anti-Led .
nners, to resist the Administration and ¢
fuithless orgarization of the Demoeratic part!
Let us all be anti-Leeompton men; let &
be Republicans; let us fraternize and
come the enemies of public liberty.
The Whig party Ik gone forever, becanse.
the hour of its responsibility, it failed w
courage and firmness required for the N
trest committed to its charge.

Noble as have been the achicvemnents
Democratic party while it adhered to its [T
cip!e;. when it has become l':'lll}_l"“' w o
rights and liberties of the people, its orzan™
tion must be dissolved. ‘
The honest Dempceracy of the country —
real Democracy—buried deep the name o !
Federal party. They will consign the 1.4: Lo
party name of Democrat to the same gre
and they will make the grave deep *
large cnrfugh to hold all the treason 1}.;-{ s
show itself within the Dboundaries of
Union.
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